Reality Doesn’t Really Matter: 

Or How I Stopped Worrying and Learned to Love Limbo

After viewing Inception, nearly everyone asks each other if they think that Cobb’s spinning top falls during the credits. The correct answer to this question is: who cares? The final scene of Inception implies that Cobb has stopped worrying about whether he is experiencing reality. Instead of continually questioning what is real, he has taken a leap of faith. Cobb chose the experiences he longed for (being home with his children) over the certainty of living a life in reality. Cobb’s choice was likely motivated by two thematic ideas from inception: that being completely certain of living in reality is actually impossible and that our experiences or perceptions are all that actually matter to us in the end. As though by inception, Nolan has led the audience to consider one of philosophy’s fundamental ideas – that only our experiences can affect how well our life goes for us. 

Many of the situations faced by the characters in Inception mirror important thought experiments from the philosophical debate about wellbeing – the good life for the one living it. Some of the decisions made by Cobb and the other characters inform us about what they think the good life is. This chapter uses philosophical reasoning to evaluate these decisions and especially the idea that only our experiences can affect how well our life goes for us.

