Whoahments …and the meaning of life
At some point during your education, you are almost certain to experience a ‘whoah’ moment or, as Dan Turton calls it, a whoahment. A whoahment is when you are struck by a sudden realisation resulting in an audible ‘whoah’. Something clicks, makes sense or, because of some evidence or argument, becomes entirely logical.

Dan, an assistant lecturer and PhD student in philosophy, teaches a range of100-level philosophy courses including PHIL 104 Argument and analysis and PHIL 105 The big questions.

“Because of the nature of the questions asked in 100-level philosophy classes, any whoahments they produce tend to be particularly profound. Whoahments about the nature of reality, morality and the meaning of life are about as interesting as it can get.”
Born in England, and raised in Taranaki, Dan’s interest in making academic research available to everyone led him to start up a new open access journal, the International Journal of Wellbeing. His current research is focused on wellbeing and happiness, but includes forays into the meaning of life and climate change.
“I also have a special interest in interdisciplinary research on happiness and wellbeing, specifically drawing on findings from neuroscience, psychology and economics to explain what happiness is and why it is morally important.”
Dan says the opportunities for study and research at Victoria are nearly endless, and he encourages students to know what’s on offer and get involved.

“The facilities and staff are excellent, but the standout reason to study here is the people you will meet while you are here. Wellington attracts a diverse range of amazingly talented, open-minded and fun-loving people from all around the world—studying at Victoria is a great way to meet the best of them.”
